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Important Dates 
AUGUST  

Mon 2nd August School Council Meeting, 7:30pm, Webex 

Thurs 5th August House Athletics, Goldsworthy Reserve (Rescheduled Date) 

Fri 6th August Principal’s Day 

Wed 11th - Fri 13th August Virtual Art Show 

Wed 11th August Prep 100th Day at School 

Mon 16th - Fri 20th August National Science Week 

Mon 16th August Geelong Schools Music & Movement Festival 

Tues 17th August Whole School Photo Day 

Wed 18th August Waste Free Food Day 

Fri 20th August Science Week Competition Entries Close 

Mon 23rd August Victorian State School Spectacular Regional Rehearsal 

Mon 30th August School Council Meeting, 7:30pm 

SEPTEMBER  

Wed 1st September Prep Minibeasts Wildlife Incursion (Rescheduled Date) 

Wed 15th September Prep Letterland Parade 

Are You Using Compass Pay & Receiving Compass Notifications? 

Each week the Office sends notifications to Parents and Staff through Compass.  It is crucial that parents keep up to date with 

school notifications via Compass.  If you do not have the Compass app and notifications set up correctly on your phone you could 

be missing out on important updates. 

Each family has a unique family code to log in to Compass.   

If you need assistance logging in to Compass please contact the Office on 5229 9643. 

Upcoming Event Consent Forms and/or Payments Due 

House Athletics Consent & Payment 3rd August 2021 

Geelong Schools Music & Movement Festival Consent & Payment 12th August 2021 

Victorian State School Spectacular Consent & Payment 19th August 2021 

Prep Minibeast Wildlife Incursion Consent & Payment 30th August 2021 

Grade 1-4 Stomp Dance 2nd September 2021 
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Welcome Back 

The Victorian lockdown is over and students have returned to the 
classroom and they collectively seemed to have really missed 
school! Despite the wild wind and heavy rain at pick up time 
yesterday (3:30pm), the first day back went really well.  We all 
engaged back with the reliable daily school routines that were put 
on hold during the period of Remote Learning. 

It is a big thank you we share with parents and carers for doing 
their best over the past challenging fortnight.  Some of our staff 
have school aged children and knew too well how tricky it is to 
‘work from home and to also support your children with their school 
learning tasks’ simultaneously. The majority of students completed 
their daily Remote Learning schedules and this will certainly assist 
them to resume face-to-face learning. I’m not sure we would like to 
see Lockdown 6.0 become a reality but we know how to handle 
Remote Learning, staying connected to learning and building the 
skills and attributes that are required at the age appropriate level. 

Some responses from students upon returning from the Lockdown:  

They were asked - Did you miss school? What did you miss? 

• I missed my friends, a lot! 

• My mum is a great teacher you know! 

• It’s easier to do your work at school with your friends. 

• I don’t like Remote Learning much. 

• My teacher made some great and funny videos for us. 

• I liked the morning check ins.   

• I missed school because there’s no one really to play with at 
my home! 

• We did some Olympics things when we were at home with Dad 
in our backyard. 

• I’m just glad to be back!  

 

House Athletics Postponed 

Our annual House Athletics for Middles and Seniors students has 
been postponed.  We now hope to have this event on THURSDAY 
5th AUGUST at Goldsworthy Reserve. 

At this stage we sadly will not be able to take up the offers by many 
parents to act as helpers on this day.  Whilst we need your support, 
we’ll have to find a way to run it with staff only given current COVID

-19 DET guidelines. We are permitted to take our students to a 
sporting venue, so long as they do not mix with students from other 
schools (hence no interschool sport allowed at the moment) and 
‘other non-essential visitors’. Mr Hambrook is planning our House 
Athletics day for Thursday 5th August and to ensure our students 
have a safe and a great day, and an opportunity to participate 
across a range of track and field events.  

 

COVID-19 Safe Measures: 

The key arrangements which we need to follow in this next fortnight 
after the lockdown include: 

• We ask parents and carers to not be on school grounds unless 
this is essential (and to ‘enter’ via the General Office if need be 
and QR code in). In the mornings please try to ‘Stop Drop and 
Go’ and in the afternoons ‘Stop pick up and go’. Our students 
are resilient (coincidently this is the SWPBS focus this week!) 
and are usually fine to separate from parents once they see 
their friends and teacher(s).  

• Mask wearing to be exercised. 

• Hand sanitising to be observed frequently throughout the day. 

• No sharing of food or drink bottles. 

• Students (and staff) should stay home if unwell.  

• Non-essential visitors should not be allowed into school 
grounds. 

• Additional daily COVID-19 cleaning to continue. 

• All school gatherings such as assemblies and school events 
should be deferred or held remotely. 

• Incursions are not permitted, but excursions can take place 
with students from single schools only. Spectators are not 
allowed. 

 

Virtual Art Show Launch Approaching! 

This is going to be amazing – and even the staff are creating their 
own contributions! 

I think our school community is just going to love the virtual Art 
Show this year.  Mrs Walker and Ms Walton are doing such an 
enormous amount of work behind the scenes to get this ready. Stay 
tuned for the anticipated launch, on Wednesday 11th August. This 
day also marks the 100th day of school for our Preps (if you count 
both face-to-face and Remote Learning days). 

 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3………………. 

Virtual Art Gallery 

Our online Virtual Art Gallery is progressing very well and students are excited to share their work. All students will have an art 
piece to present.  

We might even see some interesting creations from our staff that we can’t wait to share as well! 

It is intended that the gallery will go live on Wednesday 11th August.  

Keep checking the newsletter for further updates. 

Bree Walton and Julie Walker 



 

 

NEWS FROM MR ROWLAND CONTINUED: 

School Council and Other Meetings to use Webex ‘to meet’ 

Whilst schools have reopened, there is much that we need to do to function safely and to follow DET guidelines. 

An example of this is how meetings can operate for larger cohorts such as Staff Meeting and School Council meetings online. 

Our School Review had been due to commence by now but has also been delayed by a month. 

 

NAPLAN 2022 Correspondence 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students is held in May each year. 
NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 
and Numeracy. The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be used to improve 
student achievement. 

In 2018, the NAPLAN tests began transitioning from a paper based test to an online assessment (i.e. students complete the tests utilising 
a computer or tablet). It is anticipated that from 2022, all schools in Australia will deliver the tests online. NAPLAN Online delivers  
numerous benefits including: 

• a ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more precise understanding of student 
achievement; 

• innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item types; 

• the extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule the tests at times that suit them best 
and increasing student participation. 

Our school will be transitioning to NAPLAN Online in 2022. As part of this transition, we will be administering a NAPLAN Online School 
Readiness Test (SRT). The SRT is intended to enable us to confirm our technical capacity and to assist in determining the most effective 
way to deliver NAPLAN Online in our school next year. Testing will be conducted on a single day at our school between 23 August – 1 
November 2021. The SRT contains the following sample online tests: 

• Omnibus test – this includes questions from the reading, conventions of language and numeracy 

domains. 

• Writing test – for Years 5, 7, and 9. 

• Please note that Year 3 students are only able to complete the omnibus test, as the Year 3 writing test will continue to be a pen and  
paper assessment in 2022. 

Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for classroom assessment tasks. 

It is important to remember that the SRT is not a formal assessment and students will not be graded for any of the tests. However,  
student participation will assist in our school confirming that we are ready for NAPLAN Online. If you have any concerns about your child 
participating in the SRT, please discuss these with his/her classroom teacher. 

For more information about NAPLAN Online, please visit the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au/onlineassessment 

Barry Rowland 
Principal 

Waste Free Food Day 

To help us celebrate National Science Week we will 

be holding a Waste Free Food Day on  

Wednesday 18
th

 August.  

Please pack your recess and lunch in reusable  

containers and bags so that NO waste will be put in 

the bin on this day.  

We aim is to have ZERO packaging for the day! 

Thanks Mrs Tickner  

http://www.nap.edu.au/onlineassessment


 

 

    

 

National Science Week 16th-20th August 

Food: Different by Design is the theme for National Science Week 2021. It helps to bring to light the 

importance of creating a sustainable future and how technology is supporting us to do this.  

 

Science Week Competition 

How can you make your community more sustainable? 

Sustainability means meeting our own needs without compromising future generations to meet their needs. The resources we use today for 

example food, water and energy are important to many areas of our lives including school, work, transport, technology and many more. 

These will also be important for all the people living in the future. There are many ways we can be sustainable at home in our local  

community for example recycling, reusing and turning off lights and T.Vs when not in use.  

Competition: Create a sustainable practise in your local community.  

Criteria:  

• Explanation on how your sustainable practise is going to improve sustainability for the future. This could be a video or written.  

• Documentation on how your practise was created. This could include photos and videos.  

• A marketing poster on why others in the community should also participate in your practise.  

• Once finished-Grade 3-6 post to Science Seesaw, Prep-2 post to classroom Seesaw.  

Some ideas if you’re stuck: Sort the rubbish, make a worm farm, plant a garden, reuse items for crafts, reducing use of electricity and cook 

from home using natural produce 

Due Friday 20th August. Prizes to be won for each year level and announced at assembly! 

Mrs Tickner 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

NEW MANO HOUSE ATHLETICS  DATE! 

    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MUST READ UPDATE! 
A BIG thankyou to the parents who in recent weeks had put their hand up to assist at House Athletics,  
Mr Hambrook wants to thank them all greatly and we anticipate that for future events we will need their support. 
However, at next week’s House Athletics, with the current COVID-19 restrictions, we can only run this event with 
our students and staff present, so NO parent helpers and sadly NO crowd in attendance. It has been stated that 
the number of people able to attend sporting events may be increased at a much slower rate than it has been in 
the past. Further, the Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews confirmed on Tuesday morning that sporting matches in 
the state would be played in front of no crowds for at least the next two weeks. 

It is acknowledged that it is likely that many events within the proposed Sporting Schools Victoria (SSV) program at 
District, Division, Region and State levels will have to be postponed or cancelled because of State Government and 
Department of Education & Training imposed restrictions. The SSV Head Office has stated schools must adhere to 
all restrictions.  

Mr Hambrook 

NARMBOOL STRACHAN MANIFOLD PURRUMBETE 

  
 

 

WEAR YOUR HOUSE COLOURS! 

STUDENTS HAVE BEEN TRAINING 

AND WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE 

FOLLOWING EVENTS: 

DISCUS 

SHOTPUT 

LONG JUMP 

HIGH JUMP 

100M/200M 

HURDLES 

TRIPLE JUMP 

WHEN: THURSDAY 5TH AUGUST (BACK UP DATE) 

WHERE: GOLDSWORTHY RESERVE 

BE AT SCHOOL BEFORE 8:45AM! 

Pack snacks, fruit and lunch with drink bottle.  Wear COMFY running shoes!! 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Mano’s before and after school care 

program is run by Camp Australia. 

More information can be found at 

 

 

 

 

Proud suppliers of the 

Manifold Heights Primary  

School uniform 
Open: Monday – Friday 9:00am – 5:30pm 

Saturday 9:00am – 1:00pm 

Compass School Manager 

 

 

You can download our Compass app for FREE at the App 

Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Just search 

Manifold Heights Primary. This is a great method of 

communication between the school and our parent community! 

You can receive notifications about upcoming events and 

notify the school of student absences. 

You can now use CompassPay to consent and pay for 

excursions online!   CompassPay is a quick and easy way for 

parents to consent and pay for an event at anytime from 

anywhere. Compass Pay is a secure  

payment portal and will not store any payment information 

you enter.  

- ‘We make kids smile’ 

OSHC school number:  

0405 422 142 

Customer Service: 

1300 105 343 

Sonya Kurul 
Sales Consultant 
Barry Plant 
 
5221 4011 
0456 751 665 
skurul@barryplant.com.au 
 
59 Gheringhap Street 
Geelong, 3220  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


